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LAURIE PALMER
WINTER FLUSH: A TEMPORARY GARDEN

Selected by Judith Russi Kirshner

March 2 - April 1, 1989
Opening Reception: Thursday, March 2, &-8pm
Gallery Hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 11-6

Winter Flush: A Temporary Garden is a botanical installation
that will include the cultivation of "pleurotus ostreatus,"
a species of wild mushroom. Chicago artist, Laurie Palmer,
will build a cold frame greenhouse environment outfitted
with humidifiers and a convection system in which mushroom
spawn will be allowed to grow. Mushroom fruition is always
a trial and error endeavor, even among professional growers,
and the piece is meant to function, as Palmer explains, as a
"framing structure for faith, hope, patience - for waiting
for, and believing in,; something that we can’t control."

Winter Flush will also include "excessively and deliberately
sentimental" decorative wall pieces that involve the slow
percolation and accumulation of salt. Palmer has used salt
in other recent installations, as well as water, peat, dirt,
sand, daikon,; turnips, cooked cabbage, and apples. These
materials have been situated aon shelves, in desks or in
suitcasess; and in certain works, have been stimulated by
water, vaporisers and electricity. Palmer combines these
materials in order to pursue her ongoing exploration of the
themes of growths; decay and erosion.

Judith Russi Kirshner is a critic and curator living in
Chicago where she is alsoc an Associate Professor at the
School of the Art Institute of Chicago. This exhibition is
the fourth in Artist Space’s series of "Projects" which
highlight the work of individual artists.

This "Project" was supported in part by the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Artists Space activities are made possible by the National Endowment for
the Arts, a federal agency; Institute of Museum Services; New York State
Council on the Arts; New York City Department of Cultural Affairs; Art
Matters, Inc., Cowles Family Charitable Trust, Foundation for
Contemporary Performance Arts, Inc., Joyce Mertz Gilmore Foundation,
Jerome Foundation, W. Alton Jones Foundation, Charlottesville, VA., The
J.M. Kaplan Fund, Leonhardt Foundation, The Joe and Emily Lowe
Foundation, Inc., Menemsha Foundation, Mobil Foundation, Inc., Open



Society Fund, Betty Parsons Foundation, The Reed Foundations Inc., Mark
Rothko Foundation, Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, Lila Wallace-
Reader’s Digest Fund, A.T.& T. Foundation,; American Express Company,
Chase Manhattan Bank N.A., Citibank N. A., Consolidated Edisan,
Equitable Real Estate Group, Inc., General Atlantic Corporation, R.H.
Macy Companys Morgan Guaranty Trust of New York, Philip Morris
Companies, Inc., The Artists Space Exhibition Circle, Galleries in
Support of Artists Space, as well as numerous friends.

Artists Space is a member of the National Association of Artists
Organizations (NAAO) and Media Alliance.




