ARTIS3TS SPACE
2283 West Broadway
New York, NY 10013

(212) 226-3970

Programs:

Artists Space
Exhibitions and Events

Artists Grants
Exhibition Funding

Artists File
N.Y.S. Slide Registry

FCR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE FAIRY TALE: POLITICS, DESIRE AND EVERYDAY LIFE

Video Program at Artists Spcace

Free Acdmission .
October 230 through November 28, 1986

Opening: Octcber 30, 1986 6-8 pm

The complete program will be shown twice each day, at

at 2:30 pm, Tuesdays through Saturdays.

11:00 am and again

--Curlyliocks and the Three Brothers, 25 minutes, 1985, by Jacgueline
Frazier.

--S0 Where’s My Prince Already, 25 minutes, 1973-76, by Ardele Lister.
--Lving in State, 5 minutes, 1986, by Nerman Cowie.

--Fractursd Fairv Tales, 16 minutes, by Jay Ward Productions.

--Kappa, 28 minutes, 1986, by Bruce and Norman Ycnemoto.

--Upside Down and Backwards, 28 minutes, 1979, by Joan Jcnas.

--Cclumbus Discovers America, 8 minutes, 1986, by Sarzh Drury.

hour videc program in the
in the Mzin cgalliery and
The Fairv

Artists Space is pleased to present a three
Lower gallery as a complement to the exhibition
the two evenings of film at The Collective for Living Cinema.
Tale: Politics, Desire and FEveryday Life invites the viewer to take a
clicser lock at the form of the fairy tale and its effects on the process
of socializaticn. The tapes in the show include a wide range cf budget
and format, from the commercially produced Rockv and Bullwinkle tgo the
hcme videc procductions cof Drury and Cowie. With this variety of
appropriations of classical tales, the preoblem of the relation between
text and context is thrown inte relief. The traditional anchors fcr
meaning and understanding are pulled in, setting adrift the act of
listening and viewing.

The videc program also emphasizes the diversity of strategy behind the
appropriation of a specific fairy tale or the fairy tale form generally.
Curlylocks and the Three Brothers and So Where’s My Prince Alresady leave
the basic structure of the tale intact, substituting setting and character
with conlempcorary institutions. Aside frem the humorous anachronisms and
misplaced allegories, these appropriations functicn dicactically in much
the same manner as the Grimm or Andersen re-writes. The difference being,
in Lister’s tape for example, that the Prince is never more than a frog,
no matter how many times vou kiss him, clean housa him or iren hi
shirts.
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At the other end of the spectrum, Jcan Jonas’ Ucside Down and Backwards
plays havoc with the linear form of the fairy tale, calling attention to
its synchronic structure. In this tape, both The Frog Prince and The Bov
Who Went Cut to Learn Fear are read, one backwards and the cther fcrwards,
each interrupting the other. The insistent, yet ironic use of symbclism
on the image track inverts the tales once again, playing out the ‘ceep”
semantic structure cn the surface, so that Death is nothing more than a
skeleten.

Between these two apprcaches, but certainly not in the center, the weork of

Drury and Cowie uses allegory while at the same time deconstructing its
mechanisms. The meanings of the stories bpecome a process, always
tentative and equivocal.

two of

Cf the seven tapes in the program, three are hot off the master;
which, Columbus Discovers America and Lving in State will premiere with
this program. The screening of Curlviocks and the Three Brothers will be

its New Ycrk Premiere.
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ay Lifs VYVideo Program was organized by

Frazier is a technical engineer for NBC and a free-lance writer. She
enice Beach, California, and is currently werking on a screenplay entitled
res and a Muie.

Ardele Lister has been working in videc since 1973. Her work has been shown
extensively in Canada and the U.S. Currently she is shooting a new vicectape
entitled Between Heaven and Hell, locsely based on Dante’s Purgafory.

Norman Cowie is a video artist living in NYC. His previous work includes Nazareth
in August, a documentary on the Arabs in Israel.

Jay Ward Producticns has been a picneer in television animaticn. Since 1949 they
nave created numercus satirical cartoons including, among others, Rockvy and
Bullwinkle, Dudley Do-Right, Gecrge of the Jungle, and Super Chicken.

Bruce and Norman Yonemoto are both video artists living in Los Angeles. Their
earlier work includes Green Cart and Vault. The latter was recently aired on PBS’s
Live From Qff Center.

Jean Jonas is & video and performance artist living in NYC. Her work has been
presented extensively throughout the Unitecd States and Europe.

Sacah Drucy is an artist working in video and photography in Brooklyn, NY. Her work
has recently been presented at the Brooklyn Museum and at CEPA Gallery in Buffaic.

Artists Space video activities are supperted by a grant from the New York State
Ccuncil on the Arts.

ARTISTS SPACE activities are made possible by the Naticnal Endowment for the Arts, a
Federal agency; New York State Council on the Arts; Institute of Museum Services;
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs; Art Matters, Inc., Cowles Family
Charitable Trust, Foundation for Contemporary Perfomance Arts, Inc., Jercme
Foundation, Leonhardt Foundation, Betty Parsons Foundation, The Reed Foundation,
Inc., Mark Rothko Foundation; the American Express Ccmpany, Consolicated Edison,
Equitable Real Estate Group, Inc., EXXON, R.H. Macy Company, Mobil Foundation, Inc.,
Morgan Guaranty Trust of New York and Philip Morris, as well as numerous Friends.



