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A native of Miami, Young began painting in the 12707s. He
painted murals on scraps of plywood as well as other found
materials, and propped them up against the rundown
buildings due to be torn down by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development in his neighborhood,; Overtown,; a
historic inner—-city neighborhood in Miami. Young’™s wark
then took a private turn and he began making sketchbooks.
Initially he used discarded library books for storing his
drawings. He later began. to glue his drawings to the
pages and the resulting books are accordion-like paper
sculptures.

In 1984, Young’s work took a public turn again and his
murals covered the walls of the auditorium of Miami Dade
Public Library with his visions of the troubled streets of
Overtown. A self-taught artist, Young spends a great deal
of time in Miami’s libraries as well as on his bicycle
riding arcund the ity and observing life on its streets.
Through the years he has developed a personal iconography
that includes the images he observes daily (including
tenements., men in unemployment lines, football players,
construction workerss trains, trucks,; police cars,
children playings crying mothers, crowds gathered around
dead bodies and the ocean) as well as images from his
imagination (including a Black Christ. Black people with
halos, long necked mythological horses, the "Moon People,"”
sexual fantasies, imaginary landscapes, and his elongated
figures reaching skyward for something forever just out of

reach). Trasobares describes Young’ s compulsion to

document the life he observes around him: "It is parallel
to the ‘griots’ the historian in African cultures. Each
tribe with 1te oral tradition has someaone who maintalins
the history of the tribe and its marmers.”

Young’s installation at Artists Space will include
paintings as well as books of drawings.



With the 1988-89 season, Artists Space has initiated a new
exhibition series entitled Projects which has been
designed to highlight the work of one artist. This year
there will be 3 Visual Arts Projects, 2 Architecture
Projects, and | Video Project.

Cesar Trasobares, Executive Director of Art in Public
Places, Metropalitan Dade County. Florida, was invited to
select an artist for the second in the Projects series.
He selected Purvis Youngs; & Miami artist he has worked
with before who most recently completed a mural for the
Northside Metrorail station for Art in Public Places.

This Project was made possible in part by a grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts.

Artists Space activities are made possible by the National
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agencyi Institute of
Musem Services; New York State Council on the Artsi New
York City Department of Cultural Affairs; Art Matters,
Inc.s Cowles Family Charitable Trust, Foundation far
Contemporary Performance Arts, Inc., Jerome Foundation, W.
Alton Jonrnes Foundations Charlottesvilles VA.; The J.M.
Kaplan Fund, Lannan Foundation, Leonhardt Foundation, The
Joe and Emily Lowe Foundations Inc., The New York
Community Trust, Betty Parsons Foundation, The Reed
Foundations Inc.s Mark Rothko Foundation, Robert Sterling
Clark Foundation. Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest Fund,
American Express Company, Chase Manhattan Bank N.A.,
Cansolidated Edisans, Equitable Real Estate Group, Inc.,
General Atlantic Corparation, R.H. Macy Company, Mobil
Foundatians Inc., Maorgan Guaranty Trust of New York,
Philip Morris Companies, Inc., The Artists Space
Exhibition Circles, as well as numerous friends.

Artists Space is a member of the National Association of
Artists Organizations (NAAD) and Media Alliance.



